[Chimerism pattern following allogeneic bone marrow transplantation; a retrospective study of the connection with post-transplantation complications].
Allogeneic bone marrow transplantation is generally followed by disappearance of all host haematopoietic cells and replacement by donor cells, resulting in complete chimerism. In some cases, however, residual host cells can be detected after transplantation; this is called partial chimerism. We have analysed the chimerism pattern in 106 patients, by erythrocyte antigen typing, erythrocyte and leucocyte isoenzymes, immunoglobulin allotyping and karyotyping of bone marrow and blood. Recipients of a T cell-depleted marrow transplant exhibited partial chimerism significantly more often. In most cases this involved T lymphocytes, sometimes in combination with other cell populations. Persisting B lymphocytes of host origin were detected only in recipients of a T cell-depleted marrow graft. No relationship was found between chimerism pattern and GVHD, interstitial pneumonitis, relapse of the underlying disease or disease free survival.